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ROYAL TRIBUTE TO SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE, 


In once more congratulating our readers on the happy re- 
~ turn to London of Sir Moses and Lady Montefiore and suite, 
(as notified in our last publication), we have the high gratifi- 
cation to announce, that Sir Robert Peel, as chief organ of her 
Majesty’s government, in recognition of the approved loy- 
alty of Sir Moses, and of that true nobility of character which 


his last philanthropic mission has so much enhanced in the | 


world’s esteem, has signified her Majesty’s gracious pleasure 
to confer upon him the highest titular rank which a Jew has 
vet enjoyed in this country ; and he is henceforward—Sir Moses 
Montefiore, Baronet. 

Our readers will scarely need to be reminded, that some four 
or five years since we had the privilege to publish a copy of the 
warrant deposited in Heralds’ College, granting to Sir Moses 
the right to add the royal supporters to his arms, as a special 
mark of royal favor, and in recognition of his successful vindi- 
cation of the Jewish character against the Damascus calumny. 
Now, as then, we can unaffectedly declare, that there 1s not an 
English Jew, worthy the name, who will not feel himself ho- 
nored, indirectly, by the distinction conferred upon the whole 
community in the person of its most meritorious member, and 
who will not cheerfully admit that, even though our loyalty to 
the throne has not to be increased by such incidents, they, ne- 
vertheless, serve as added links, as constantly recurring me- 
mentos, of our participation in the honor and interest of our 
hative Britain. 

There is another point of view from which this graceful com- 
pliment of the retiring ministry, to the worth of a non-confor- 
mist in religious concerns, ought to be regarded. It 1s the 
moral effect to be produced in other countries by this spectacle 
of a great statesman, whose own acts have fixed the anxious 
gaze of the whole world, selecting the period when his every 
movement is of universal interest, thus to proclaim, wherever 
the name and influence of this great empire extend, that it is 
a loyal Jew whom its “ monarch delighteth to honour. 
Nay, we will venture to entcipete that, however the spirit 
of party might in other times have canvassed such an act 
of grace, there will not now be found a single organ of public 
opinion to express other than approval of it. This, then, 
1s to proclaim to those potentates and rulers less conversant 
with the operations 0 constitutional freedom, that the 


Jew has but to be trusted and tried, in order to deserve dis- 
tinction; but still more, it is to herald forth to Europe and 
to posterity, that the imperial promise of the Czar—to pro- 
tect and to cherish his two million of Jewish subjects—is ac- 
cepted and recorded in history as a promise having so august a 
guarantee, as to be dealt with as though already acted upon ;— 
witness this royal recognition of the merits of the agent who 
obtained so gracious and so important a pledge. 

We conclude with the expression of a wish, in which we take 
leave to assume the concurrence of our readers, that the new 
baronet and his estimable lady may be spared many years to 
enjoy their accumulating honors, and be privileged, by their 
example, to incite many in Israel to win success in the same 
pious and philanthropic career. 

Since the return of the distinguished travellers, they have 


appeared but little in public; if we may except their attend- | 


ance at worship in the Bevis Marks Synagogue on the first 
Sabbath after their arrival, in order to offer up formal thanks 
for their preservation during the expedition. An appropriate 
thanksgiving was at the same time prods by the minister 
on behalf of the congregation, and there were very few pre- 
sent who did not make a special offering to the charities for 
the long life and happiness of the travellers. On Wednesday, 
24th ult., when the louaae Baronness de Rothschild gave a 
magnificent {éte at her estate, Gunnersbury Park, her ty 8 
Highness the Duchess of Gloucester, the Duke of Cambridge 
and his family, and a large assemblage of the highest of our 
nobility, together with the various representatives of the foreign 
courts, had the opportunity to congratulate our distinguished 
co-religionists on their “‘ return to happy England.” 

For a not inapt illustration of the enthusiasm with which the 
mission was received by the Polish Jews themselves, we are 
indebted to the politeness of Mr. Councillor Barnett, of Bir- 
mingham, who has favoured us with extracts from the commu- 
nications of his private correspondents. 

They dilate on the unusual honors which the municipal, 
and other public authorities paid to Sir Moses and suite, and 
to the munificence of his charity. They do justice to the 
meekness and humility exhibited by him, even towards the 
meanest of those who sought his presence; while the nobles 
and officials felt and recognized the dignity of his bearing ; so 
that—as we anticipated in our last number— 


‘ 


» 


~ 


| 
| 
» 
atl 
| 
| 
| — 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
44 


158 


* A good already enjoyed from his visit is, that the Gentiles see | 


there is such a man among the Jews, and that oe ION xd 
(Israel is not altogether forsaken).” 

The writer says that, while Sir Moses sojourned at Wilna, the 
Rabbins and principal men from far and near came to do him 
honor; and, moreover, that the influence of his unaffected 
piety was not without its consequences. The Free-thinkers, 
(‘* Berlinskys,” or sympathisers with the Berlin heterodoxy,) 
were abashed, and many became penitent. Instances of this are 
given, sufficiently striking, but apparently too personal to be 

uoted. Dr. Léewe addressed the Wilna Congregation for 
three hours, and made his sincerity felt and acknowledged. 
It would appear that the examples thus presented to our Polish 
brethren, have induced a high opinion of Anglo-Jewish piety. 

One writer is eloquent on the interest manifested by Sir 
Moses in all that relates to the upholding of Judaism and Jewish 
learning. Speaking of his visit to every Medrash and Claus, 
(places for study,) and his gifts to the students, they chronicle 
his having fasted with them on the ,a/m’3 (2nd 5th and 2nd 
days of the week), appointed for self humiliation after the 
Passover festival. Of the noble companion of his journey, 
they write :— 

“ His lady (long may her life be spared!) had not a dry eye for 
weeping over the extreme distress she here beheld; as there are 
many of our poorer brethren who are almost perishing from starv- 
ation; indeed, very many have been starved to death here. Sir 
Moses went out to the cemetry, to the graves of pious men. On 
the tomb of the Gaon, of blessed memory, both Sir Moses and 
Lady Montefiore prayed and wept with much fervour, and dis- 
tributed a large sum in charity. In Wilna, he the life 
of many hundreds of poor by his benevolence. To relate all the 
good works and acts of charity he has done here, would fill many 
sheets of paper. At his departure, he was escorted by multitudes, 
and there was much weeping. He went on to Warsaw, where 
there will also be a great assembly of the most distinguished Rab- 
bins to consult with him. May God in his mercy help him; for, 
from his piety and charity, we hope he may be the instrument to 
save us from much oppression. During his stay at Wilna, he lived 
at the house of your near relation, R. Isaac Lob.” 

Additional particulars, from other sources, will be found 
among our Foreign Intelligence ; and we are asked to call par- 
ticular attention to a letter on the results of the mission, under 
the head ** Our Letter Box.” 


THE STATE, THE CHURCH, AND THE SYNAGOGUE. 


Our file of papers from Sydney, contain a spirited contro- 
versy on the subject of certain recent propositions in the 
Legislative Council of that colony, (vide /’ovce of Jacob, No. 
126,) to pass a vote of pecuniary aid to the Sydney Synagogue. 
It has been demonstrated there, as everywhere, that Judaism has 
much to gain, nothing to lose, from investigation and discus- 
sion. We understand that a Puseyite clergyman,—appre- 
Hensive from the opinions avowed in the debate upon the 
proposed grant, that its rejection was upon a point of form, 
and not upon the merits, and therefore, that the object was 
likely to be attained on another opportunity,—first addressed the 
‘** Sydney Morning Herald” against the tolerant principle in- 
volved {in the grant, and so provoked the epistolary con- 
troversy now beforeus. The principal champion for the Jewish 
claims is a Christian, said to be an influential, as he certainly is 
a zealous and able, coadjutor of Mr. Wentworth, the parlia- 
mentary champion on the tolerant side. The question at issue 
is narrowed by the controversy to a metaphysical one. On one 
side it is assumed, that ‘‘ Religious Truth” is, and can be 
nothing else than, Christianity; while on the other, the illogical 
process by which such a conclusion is arrived at, is well ex- 
posed, We should say, that even though pure Theism be capable 
of demonstration, the same can scarcely be equally maintained 
of Revelation, which we at this day are asked to receive as a 
matter of faith; while the avowed mysteries of Christiani 
require a far more implicit belief than the revelation whic 
Jews and Christians receive in common. 
clergyman should demand infallibility for his creed, and ex- 
clusive salvation for his flock, is no new phenomenon; and 


since, in the case before us, our opponent appears to be a- 


That a Christian | 
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But though this problem has not yet 


scholar and a gentleman, we may not quarrel with } 
being conscientiously in the wrong—especially as in his 
betrays it—if he will only be cautious not to cal 
Synagogue. This he certainly has done in the 
fiction, that Jews ‘* traduce the name of Jesus ;”’ 
notorious, that it is only by the efforts of those who 
us their own notions, in seeking our conversion, that 
Jesus and the system of belief associated with his name eithe 
mentioned or even alluded to. It was therefore perhaps “aed 
natural, that the writer who subscribes himself “‘ A J ew,” should 
repel this charge with some indignation ; but, viewing the cop. 
test at this distance, we may be excused for regretting the 
unnecessary invectives which all parties to the controversy haye 
not abstained from: in the heat of the debate. This, however. 
is a fault much more easily reproved than avoided, 
_ The question is scarcely lett by the controversy where it was 
at the beginning; for the world has to recognize a Christiay, 
logic, as well as a Christian policy, before the exclusive Claims 
put forth for Christian interests can be maintained by argument. 

It is not our wish to revive the discussion, nor do we think 


im for 
zeal he 
umniate the 

oft-repeated 
whereas it is 
obtrude upon 
we Jews hear 


the question needs to be discussed on such grounds. Granted. 


that a tax-payer may have conscientious scruples to contribyte 
towards the propagation of what he supposes to be error— 
need that preclude a social combination with men of other 
creeds, for all purposes of common interest and cominon agree. 
ment? Would it not be worse than folly to compromise the 
advantages of such combinations, because of differences, not 
of moral obligation, but of abstract dogmas of faith—especially 
when it is possible to adopt the principle of non-interference 
on such delicate points? Nay more, if there be a surplus re- 
venue, so far as the common wants of the tax-payers are con- 
cerned, what violation of conscience is involved in an equitable 
return of such surplus to the tax-payers, or to the chosen 
representatives of certain sections of them, to be by those 
representatives expended for the religious objects of their 
respective constituents ? We can see no more than an equitable 
return—certainly not a taxing of Christians for the maintenance 
of the Synagogue—in an apportionment of the superabundant 
common stock, for the especial advantage of those who con- 
tribute to such superabundance. The right to such a re-distri- 
bution is so manifest, that it would perhaps scarcely be ques- 
tioned, were it not that the principles of good government are 
held to require a direct and explicit vote of the public funds, 
as involving a check, or sort of guarantee, for a mode of ex- 
penditure not inimical to the interests of the whole common- 
wealth. If it be construed that the fiscal system of Great 
Britain is primarily designed for the propagation of a faith 
repugnant to Jewish notions—and not incidentally only, as con- 
nected with popular education(which is a common good)— 
then we Jews ought at once to resist payment of all taxes ; and 
especially we, because, while we really teach nothing repug- 
nant to Christianity as accepted by Christians in common, the 
state-paid ministry of that church assume a missionary voca- 
tion, and neglect the moral education of their own flocks, to 
waste their energies in attempts to decoy our youth from the 
obligations of Judaism ! 


LECTURE BY THE CHIEF RABBI. 


On Sabbath, the 20th of June, the Rev. the Chief Rabb: 
= a lecture, in the Great Synagogue, to the following 
effect. 

The foundation upon which the happiness of a nation 1s 
safely to be established, has been a matter of much investiga- 
tion and speculation. Whilst some discover it in the develop- 
ment of the material resources of a nation, others insist on @ 
preponderance for the culture of the mind, and others agaln 
advocate the establishment of schools and universal education. 
been satisfactorily solved, 
though we do not yet know how to harmonize these variou® 
constituents of national happiness, we can yet ascertain " 
ingredients, if introduced into the constitution of @ ae K 
must render it unhappy in its internal, weak and contemp "d 
in its external relations, This is the more easily ascertal 
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from the distinctness with which Scripture declares itself on 
the subject, in the section read this week, with reference to the 
conduct of the spies sent by Moses into the land of Canaan. 
Their disgraceful conduct, the effect which their slanderous 
report produced upon the community, as well as the conse- 
uences brought thereby upon Israel, will become clear, when 
we submit to serious consideration the saying of one of our 
sages, found in the third chapter of the Ethics of the Fathers. 

«Rabbi Dosa, son of Hirkenos, said, Morning sleep, wine at 

noon-day, the prating of children, and sitting in the assemblies 
of the ignorant, remove man from the world.” 
This saying shows not only the deep glance which this sage 
threw into the human heart, and the correct notions which he 
had formed on education, but also how, by the neglect of it, 
the spies and the generation of the wilderness brought des- 
truction on themselves. 

The first thing against which Rabbi Dosa cautioned, is, 
apt, bese Sleep, as has been remarked by the ancients, 
is the brother of death, and may be considered as its type. 
The very necessity of sleep for the restoration of our relaxed 
energies, is a mortifying sign of our frailty. However mighty, 
however powerful man is, when asleep how weak, how de- 
fenceless does he become! This the Medrash beautifully ex- 
presses by relating that, ' 

“When God had created Adam, the angels seeing his god- 
like form, were about to adore him. Then God caused a deep sleep 
to fall upon him, and the angels were at once undeceived.” 

Sleep, moreover, causes us to allow one of the greatest boons 
bestowed by the Almighty to pass profitlessly by. The tide of 
time rolls on, the sleeper derives no advantage from it. Still 
greater is the loss of those that prolong sleep in the morning hours, 
when all nature awakens and invites to activity; when her 
brightening countenance, amid the new life that pulsates through- 
out all sensitive creation, rewards and cheers on the beholder. 
Besides the general injurious consequences attendant upon late 
habits, the morning prayers pow MN are, amid the 
haste to plunge into the urgent business of the day, at first 
curtailed, and at last neglected. 

Look, on Sabbath, around the synagogue, inquire why the 
attendance is so scanty, and wherefore the worshippers come at 
such irregular hours? The cause will be found in n»ny Sy mow 
(the morning sleep). Neither dare we allow our children to 
spend in sleep the beautiful, the precious hours which con- 
stitute the morning of their life. This period is destined for 
making provision for their journey through life. Woe to those 
who neglect this precaution, and still greater woe to the re- 

onsible monitors who neglect to admonish, and to induce 
those under their charge, to take this due precaution. 

Another source of national misfortune is, pny dy y (Wine 
at noon-day), signifying excess of pleasure. If moderate plea- 
sure succeed to business employment, then it proves salutary 
to the mind, relieving it from the pressure of cares that other- 
wise might weigh it down, and abating the painful intensity with 
which a vigorous mind pursues its object But if pleasure be- 
come a business, and the mind be solely intent upon its pursulf, 
then it exercises a most injurious influence upon the whole 
frame; it does not render the mind pliant, but effeminate; not 
refined, but over-refined: instead of bracing it for new fatigues, 
it enervates both body and soul, rendering them totally unfit 
for all exertion, Thus the child becomes, before his time, a 
youth, the youth a man, and the man grey-headed. But what 
are the consequences of such unnatural anticipation of pleasure, 
ofsuch over enjoyment ?—indifference, disgust, and exhaus- 
tion, are the punishment of those that dare pervert the order 
of nature, at the period of life when their exertions are most 
necessary, when their energies might otherwise be at their 
height. " Moreover, Providence is frequently pleased to 
humble those that are high, to deprive them of the dangerous 
means whereby their pleasures are procured. What, then, 
will be the lot of those who have made yore their chief 
business, their principal pursuit in life? In their eagerness 
to procure those. means, they may hesitate at nothing, may at 
ast miserably end their career in ignomin and crime. Parents 


must then avert this peril from their c ildren ; and the best 


consequences of this vice. 


159 


safeguard is—employment, because idleness is the principal 
pander to temptation and crime. From such ba desires 
it seems that our ancestors in the wilderness were not free. At the 
sight of fatigue and toil, though leading to substantial happi- 
hess, they cast a longing glance after the flesh-pots of Egypt; and 
expressing their preference fora state full of degradation and hu- 
miliation, they broke out into those rebellious clamors recorded 
in the section of this week. 

The third cause of misfortune is, oS» nny (the prating of 
children). By this is meant the mode of education by which 
children are taught glibly to speak on every subject, without 
understanding any, and when parents look more to shining 
than to useful acquirements. Such children must. necessarily 
lose in depth what they gain in extent, even as a river will flow 
more shallow when increased in width, All education must 
begin with the heart, must proceed thence, as also end there. 
However abundantly the mind may be stored with useful no- 
tions, HW the heart has been neglected, the object has failed. 
Such a pupil may become an accomplished and even a learned 
man, but not a good one. Our youth may become acquainted 
with botany, may learn the name and the property of each 
herb, but the principal object is lost sight of, if they are not 
made acquainted with Him who created all these. ‘They may 
be well taught to enumerate every village in our country, but 
it also behoves the Israelite to be made acquainted with the 
Land of Promise. If the time of our youth 1s so much occu- 
pied with objects supposed to furnish the mind with useful and 
ornamental knowledge, then there remains little or no time 
for instruction in those branches which, it is true, will not set 
off a youth to the best advantage, but which are nevertheless in- 
dispensably necessary for his eternal happiness. Instruction 
in the religion of our ancestors is too often sadly neglected. 
That an education wholly directed to the head and not to the 
heart must .altogether fail of its object, was exemplified by 
the generation in the wilderness, The Rabbis tell us, that the 
men of that generation were learned, but their learning was not 
of the right kind; it was the knowledge of the head, not 
of the heart. It did not support them in the hours of trial ; 
and they were doomed miserably to perish in the wilderness. 

Lastly, national misfortune is caused by 
vasa ‘oy Sy (‘The intercourse with ignorant and ungodly per- 
sons). We are more apt to follow what we see, than what 
we are told; this is especially the case with children. The 
imitative faculties are with them predominant, and the ex- 
ample set before them will far outweigh every other mode of 
instruction. ‘The greatest caution 1s therefore necessary in 
choosing the society with which youth is to mix. If this be 
bad, the mind will necessary be contaminated, will carry away 
numerous seeds of vices, which, despite all the exertions of 
parents for their extermination, may yet shoot up in after life, 
and yield a poisonous fruit. Among the various vices so im- 
bibed, there is one especially, whose hideous nature and destruc- 
tive character claim for it our particular attention. 
vice of slander. Where this serpent hisses, where its venom 
is scattered, there but too frequently we find the most melan- 
choly consequences. Ignorant persons, whose heads are often 
as empty as their hearts, find no other resource for whiling 
away their time but slander; and children are but too prone 
to imitate this vice. The spies, in their slander, and the 
congregation of Israel, in their willingness to lend an ear to 
such slanderous reports, set us a melancholy example of the 
Let us therefore take to heart the 
saying of the sage; let us bear it in mind, in the education of 
our children, and we shall at least avoid those rocks upon 
which every project for the foundation of national happiness 
is wrecked. 

The Rev. preacher, by a happy turn given to the last part 
of his sermon, mentioned in very apt terms Sir Moses and Lady 
Montefiore, who had just returned from Russia, and then con- 
cluded with an appropriate prayer. 

A special Hebrew prayer of thanksgiving for the safe return 
of Sir Moses Montefiore and suite, had, before the lecture, 
been offered up by the Chief Rabbi. 
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** Cast out the Beam from thine own Eye, &c.” 


is an ancient maxim of our Rabbis, quoted in the Christian scrip- 
tures. How pertinently might it be applied to the reproach ad- 
dressed by the Conversionists to the English Jews, because of the 
disagreement on matters of discipline which separates the little 
congregation of Burton-street from the established Synagogues? 
No opportunity is lost by the Conversionist organs to magnify 
our narrowed, and still narrowing differences, at the same 
time that their own church presents any thing but that aspect 
of peace and fraternal union, with the temporary disturbance 
of which, in the Synagogue, they taunt us. It is neither to our 
taste, nor is it our purpose, to transcribe the very expressive 
terms in which the thousand and one denominations of Chris- 
tians characterize each other, and denounce those who differ 
from them as doomed to hopeless perdition :—(thank God! we 
Jews need not and do not maintain such a dogma!)—but we are 
tempted to jot down from the papers before us, a few additional 
and’ recent evidences of the inconsistency of those who, in 
fulminating charges of dissension and uncharitableness against 
the Synagogue, would have us believe that their Christianity 
is all peace, love, and self-denial ! 

The pet topic at the late Exeter Hall anniversary of the 
_ London Conversion Society, was the nomination of the new 
Anglican-Lutheran Bishop of Jerusalem. From Lord Ashley, 
to the clerical and stipendiary orators of the meeting, all was 
felicitation at this new appointment, in aid of the purposes of a 
Society which was characterised as 


“ The bright spot in the horizon of the futurity of England,” 


and the note of victory was sounded triumphantly over those 
parties in the church who oppose the bishopric altogether. 
On the other side, no lessa personage than the Bishop of Exeter 
publishes his solemn protest addressed to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, against the consecration of this same Bishop! 
Again, the authoritative report of the Committee, which was 
read at the meeting, after giving their peculiar (and somewhat 
significant) views of Dr. Adler’s appointment, and of the effect, 
present and prospective, upon the Jews; and after having set 
down the Burton-street Community as a distinct class (on 
Mr. Mark’s authority), undertakes its advocacy as ‘* A Reformed 
Synagogue, well established and well attended,” and aims a 
blow through its sides at Dr. Adler and the Rabbins, because 
of the test imposed at a recent ‘“‘ mixed marriage”! -Nay, they 
venture to denounce Dr. Adler’s conduct in that affair, as 


‘‘ A superstitious adherence to antiquated forms of bigotry,” 


, — oblivious of the occasional ferments on the question of mixed 
marriages in the Christian church, and of the frequent refusals 
of Christian burial by Anglican ministers, because of baptism 
through other agency than their own! | 

Again, we see that the Bishop of London, who is so cen- 
sorious of Jewish ‘‘ Phariseeism,” has just declared, on pre- 
senting a petition in the House of Peers against Sunday travel- 
ling, that he had been much scandalized when he was pastor 
of a rural congregation, to find the London populace travelling 
thither, and standing gazing at himself and other great people 
—riding in ¢heir carriages! 

‘Said we not right, that these censors of the Jews ought first 
to cast out the beam from their own eye, before they complain of 
the mote that is in their neighbour's ? 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

The Sephardim Congregation.—We hear, incidentally, and 
we gladly record to the credit of the authorities of this ancient 
congregation, that they take every oppeesanny to manifest 
their respect for Dr. Adler, as holding the highest ecclesiastical 
rank among the Anglo-Jewish communities, and having the 
spiritual charge of every recognized congregation except their 
own, Thus, on the occasion of Sir Moses Montefiore’s first 
attendance at synagogue after his return, The Rev. The Chief 
Rabbi was formally invited to attend the official breakfast to 
be given in the vestry, had the engagements of Sir Moses 
enabled him to accept that compliment. Again, on the morn- 
ing of last Sunday, Dr. Adler, by the invitation of the Com- 
mittee of the Beth-Holim Hospital, ((connected with the 
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Sephardim Congregation,) was escorted over th 
by the officers, accompanied by Sir Moses Montefiore. a d 
others of its patrons. This mode of manifesting the ’s, : 
deference to the popular head of the united synagogues which 
has been so generally exhibited by his more immediate flock 
has been regarded as an acceptable mark of fraternal feeling 
and, taken into account with the increasing disposition of — 
public men to co-operate in works of piety and benevolence 
augurs well for the welfare of the various institutions unde; 
their control. 
Manchester.—On Sunday last Dr. Kriiger delivered ve 
interesting sermon, taking for his text, the portion of th» 
preceding Sabbath. The especial object of this discourse was 
an appeal on behalf of the new synagogue projected by the Cap. 
terbury congregation; and the rev. gentleman likewise took 


at institution 


occasion to pass an eloquent and a well-merited eulogium op 


Sir Moses Montefiore, ‘* whose philanthropic mission promises 
to prove so beneficial to our oppressed brethren in Russia, and 
who has thereby enhanced the admiration, which all his eo. 
religionists must entertain for his noble patriotism.’ 


Gentile Auziliaries—The Christian Lady's Magazine {oy 
June 1846, exhibits much good feeling and right perception in 
the treatment of Sir Moses Montefiore’s recent mission to 
Russia, and its probable bearing upon the employment of the 
Russo-Polish Jews in agriculture; an employment whereby 
they would be fitted for emigration to Palestine whenever matters 
become ripe for such a movement. The pious and amiable 
Editor’s mode of speaking of the excellent knight and his lady, 
cannot fail to be gratifying to those upon whom their philan- 
thropic undertakings reflect so much honor in the presence of 
the Gentile world. Her remarks, in an article styled ‘ The 
Protestant,’’ are the more interesting, from the evident com- 
munication between herself and the noble-hearted travellers 
upon which her comments and anticipations are based. It has 
been our office frequently to contend, that nearly all the mis- 
chief which results from the ordinary intermeddling of honest 
Christians in Jewish affairs, is due to the failure of the Jews 
themselves, or rather those who should lead them, to give a 
right direction to that active interest in what concerns Israel, 
which those Christians cannot help feeling, and which therefore 
cannot be effectively suppressed, even if it were wise to attempt it. 
Often as we have had occasion to acknowledge the right feeling 
on Jewish affairs in the Christian Lady’s Magazine, our readers 
will not be unprepared to find the Editor of that periodical again 
dissuading her co-religionists from taking a single step in re- 
gard to the external relations of Jews, without their own sanction 


and leadership. Nay, she is brought to admit that our national 


restoration and the uniformity of creed then to supervene—a 
uniformity upon which each party naturally puts its own con- 
struction meanwhile—are to follow, not to precede, that coming 
of Messiah for which Loth parties are now hoping and praying. 
The inference is therefore clear, and is indeed frankly admitted 
by our contemporary, that whatever change Christians might 
desire in the speculative or abstract notions of the Jew 4s 
regarded a former mission of Messiah to the heathen, they must 
not, nay dare not, encourage the Jew to sacrifice any obligation 
which the Ceremonial Law and the constituted Synagogue 
im pose. | 


The Christian Lady’s Magazine, in reprinting from our co 
lumns the letter of Colonel Gawler, says, 

“We rejoice greatly to find that the important matter _ 
we transcribed into our pages last month from the Voice of bas : 
under this head, has attracted much attention, and excited n0 


small degree of interest among our readers.” 


Believing that there are indications among our brethren, of a 
better appreciation of the promises for our national restoration, 
as set forth in scripture, the Magazine continues :— 


“ We certainly must attribute, under God, much of this revived 
hope among the Jews to the high and scripturally national ose 
the Voice of Jacob; and to the echo awakened in so many rt a 
ters of the world, by the sounding of that Voice. We only ina 
was generally in the hands of those who love Israel; for 1t 4 tion 
with interesting intelligence respecting the scattered nalio”” 


| 
| 
| 
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whieh the Lord will shortly gather from all the ends of the 
eart ” 


Ibrahim Pacha.—lt is suggested that the Board of Deputies 
should not lose the opportunity afforded by the visit of the 
future ruler of Egypt, one moreover who may again exercise a 
great influence over the fate of Israel in Syria, to present an 
address, acknowledging the just and humane policy of His 
Highness’s father, Mehemet Ali, in past times, and bespeak.- 
ing the exercise of the same high qualities towards the J 
his own future pachalic. The subjoined paragraph is sent to 
us, with a suggestion, that such is not the only reminiscence of 


the English Jews, which it is desirable that Ibrahim Pacha 
should take away with him :— 


«On Thursday, His Highness Ibrahim Pacha, after going over 
Barclay and Perkins’s brewery, paid a visit to the tailoring estab- 
lishment of KE. Moses and Son in the Minories, where he was con- 
ducted through the entire range of premises, and the different 
purposes of each department were explained to him. During his 
visit His Highness was introduced to the proprietor, Mr. Moses, 
.with whom he shook hands, and expressed, through his inter- 
preter, his admiration of the beauty of the building and the ex- 
cellency of the arrangement.”—7he Sun, June 29. 


COLONIAL AND FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Prussian town on his return ...... The man of God prayed 
in the house of the Lord, and indeed it was—Wwe 
every one stood absorbed in the deepest de- 
votion, moved by the religious’ courage of the magnanimous 
strangers ...... They soon set out for Posen, accompanied 
by the warmest wishes of the community, especially of the poor, 
liberally relieved through the Rabbi.” 

We close the extract with the remark, that an estafette had, 


ews in | on the arrival of Sir Moses at Wreschen, been sent off to Posen 


in order to inform the community of the event. 


The Costume Ukase.— The ukase commanding the Jews to 
exchange within five years their peculiar costume, for that usual 
im the country, has begun in the Government of Volhynia to be 


productive of salutary results, and-essentially contributed towards 


effecting an approach between the Jewish and Christian popula- 
tion. Immediately after the appearance of the edict, the Jewish 
merchants of Schitomir exchanged their costume for that worn 


_by their fellow merchants of the Christian religion. The ex- 
ample thus set, was soon imitated by all other Jewish congre- 


their peculiar costume. 


Sydney Synagogue.—A meeting of the Hebrew body took | 
place on Wednesday last, in the vestry-room of the Synagogue. | 


After the usual preliminary business, a pastoral letter from the 
newly elected head-ecclesiastic of the British Jews, addressed 
to the Wardens of that body in the colony, was read. The let- 
ter also contains an appendix with several statistical enquiries. 
It was resolved by the members present, that the acting com- 
mittee should reply to the same, and give all the information 
required. After which an address composed by Mr. George 
Moss, was moved and read by that gentleman, and unanimously 
adopted: it is to be forwarded by the first opportunity. 
From what we have gleaned, the rev. gentleman, Dr. Adler, is 
securing the affection of his flock; since his arrival in England 
he has devoted his attention principally to educational mat- 
ters, and from what we have heard from some of the members 
of the *‘ ancient faith,’’ they have every reason to hope that the 
recent differences relative to the reform and the orthodox par- 
ties are on the eve of being referred to an Ecclesiastical Board 
for an amicable arrangement. The attendance on Wednesday 
last was not so numerous as might have been anticipated; we 
are not disposed to charge the members with carelessness or 
apathy ; but we really did think a communication. from so 1m- 
Bidoays a functionary as the worthy and reverend divine, would 

ave induced all the Sydney residents of the faith to have at- 
tended, and to have watched the proceedings with the interest 
it merited.— Local Paper. 


Russian-Poland.—‘“ Taking in consideration the distress pre- 
vailing among the humbler classes at Warsaw, in consequence 
of the failure of the crop, and the inundations which last year 
visited Poland, and seeing how difficult it would be for the 
poor Jews to save money—suflicient either for procuring the 
new costume, or to pay the fine for permission to continue the 
old—the Prince governor has prolonged the period fixed for 
that alternative, till October next."—The Jew in Germany's 
Presence.” 

Sir Moses Montefiore and suite have, on their return from 
Russia, been received by the congregations of the places 
through which they passed with an extraordinary enthusiasm. 

We have before us accounts of their reception in Wreschen, 
(the first Jewish community in Prussia, on the other side of 
the Russian boundary,) at Posen, and at Berlin. They speak of 
the high-minded pair with all that warmth which merit de- 
serves, and whichdeep feelingssuggest to the enthusiastic German 
mind. But as they are so very similar to the details given in 
our last, we shall not attempt a repetition. One passage, how- 
ever, is so characteristic of the pious feelings of the worthy 
knight, that we cannot help copying it from the Orient. Hav- 
ing arrived at Wreschen—‘ Sir Moses with his lady visited the 
synagogue to attend the Mincha service, held at his request, in 


gations in the province, and at present all Jews have laid aside 
In consequence of the proposal of the 
provincial authorities, a club has been formed for both Jewish 
and Christian merchants, and government officers are invited 
to join. This invitation it appears has been cheerfully ac- 
cepted.”—German Paper. 


The Emigration of German Jews to America continues.— 
Among the emigrants, there are also persons in affluent cireum- 
stances, whose refined feelings are hurt by the obstinacy with 
which the medieval wrongs inflicted on Israel, are persisted in 
by the bigoted theoretical Germans. The sincere attachment 
of many of these voluntary exiles to the blessed tenets of their 
ancestors, is as characteristic as it is laudable. Thus we read 
in ** The Jew in Germany’s Presence,” of a knot of respectable 
emigrants, who, before they left their country, had a Sepher 
Torah (a scroll of the Law), especially consecrated, to be taken 
along with them to the country of their choice. 


The Conversionists in Palestine.—We quote from the Z. de 
J. the following passage, transcribed from the second volume 
of a “* Journey to the East,” by Constantin Tischendorf:— 


‘* As for the conversion affair in Jerusalem, there are offered © 


to the convert 6000 piasters—as it were by way of bounty: 
there are also other advantages, said to be considerable. Is 
it thought to act thus in the sense of Jesus? Perhaps rather 


in the sense of his worldly vicegerents ; but what says Protes- 


tantism to it? For the rest, I consider Jerusalem the most 
unfavourable terrain for the conversion of Jews. Here, Jewish 
fanaticism is at homet—here the Jew is happy to be a Jew 
—here he is surrounded by reminiscences dear and sacred 
to him from childhood upwards. ‘Those Jews who have, 
nevertheless, joined Christianity in Jerusalem, were repre- 
sented to me to be such as had, for good reasons, experienced 
a slight from their co-religionists. Thus they spin golden 
nets to catch foul fish. A true caricature of conversion has 
happened lately. A Jew became first, in Hungary, a convert 
to Eaiviniens.<che then turned Catholic, at Vienna,—a Wa- 
lachian Christian, in Walachia,—and at last an Anglican 
Protestant, under Bishop Alexander! Who can warrant that 
this individual will not close his conversion career by returning 
to Judaism? It happened but lately, that a converted Jew 
very shortly after his baptism, again professed Judaism.” 


Bavaria.—The future of the oppressed Jews of Bavaria seems 
to assume a less gloomy appearance. The Diet has passed, and 
the government has adopted, three resolutions, which if carried 
out, will considerably lighten the grievous yoke upon the 
50,000 Jewish subjects in this kingdom. The first resolution 
proposes a new law, abolishing various vexatious disabilities ; 


order, as he expressed himself, to thank the Lord in the first 


* “ And he parted of the spirit which was upon him,and gave it to them.’’ 

+ “The faithful adherence to the ancestral religion is ‘ Jewish fana- 
ticism’; but the buying of some Jews for dear money, what is that?’’ Ep. 
of the Z. de J. 
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—the second proposes a thorough revision of the edict of 1819, 
regulating the affairs of the Jews, and making alterations agreeable 
to the spirit of the age ;—the third aims at inducing the legislature, 
in the interval, to interpret the existing exceptional laws in the 
mildest manner. 


Baron S. M. de Rothschild has lately bought a large estate 
in Moravia, to which the Jewish congregation of Boritsihan 
belongs, and will consequently exercise the magisterial autho- 
rity attached to its proprietorship. This is, perhaps, the first 
- Jewish community that again stands under the authority of a 
Jew. 


Dr. Frankel’'s Appeal for an assembly of Jewish theologians 
(vide No. 130), excites the attention it deserves. Already we 
find, in our German contemporaries, the ready responses of 
several functionaries, and various suggestions thrown out on 
the subject. We shall not fail to acquaint our readers with 
the progress made. 


Jerusalem, 7th Nisan, 5606.—A correspondent who, without 


signature, addresses the Zreue Zion's Wachter under 
date, gives the following particulars .—‘‘ On the 8th of the last | 


Penitential Days, the congregation went to the png (Burying 
ground without the walls), and prayed concerning the afflic- 
tions of Israel, especially those which are visited upon the 
remnants in other lands. The temb of the prophet Zechariah, 
opposite the pxan 5n (Hill of Temple), is that most frequented. 
On mizpn 3n (the Feast of Tabernacles), nearly every one has 


a 3yonx 35:5 (Palm Branch and Citron) of his own, even chil- 
dren of 6 and 7 years old; although citrons were very ex- 
pen this year. On the evening of the 2nd day, which is 

ere (Middle days), but with you (Second holiday), 
we celebrated a commemoration of the (The 
rejoicing, in ancient times, on drawing water for the ‘Temple 
servine} During the ceremony, which consists of a public recita- 
tion of the Proverbs and Psalms by the principal members of the 
community, these take wax-lights in their hands and dance, 
while the assembly sing in memory of the Sanctuary; felicita- 
ting each other with wishes for the privilege to take part in its 
restoration. The rejoicings of this year were much alloyed, 
by bad tidings and apprehensions concerning our brethren in 
certain other iands.* Three especial fasts were held last year 
on their account...... Here mn nnmnw is celebrated on the 
same day as pm ayy follows a statement, on 
the probability of weaving becoming a means of maintenance 
in the Holy cities; it iscertainly at variance with what was pub- 
lished under the authority of Sir Moses and Lady Montefiore, 
and also with the statements of certain parties who were sent by 
those philanthropists to Preston, to learn the recent improve- 
ments in the art. The writer, whoever he may be, me no 
account of modern improvements in machinery, and speaks 
moreover upon on dits. 

The letter answers an inquiry which would appear to have 
been sent out from Poland, as to the amount of capital which 
an emigrant to Jerusalem ought to possess. After exhorting 
to a trust in Providence altogether, the writer descends to cal- 
culations, which show that 100 ducats are necessary for the 
journey; 100 ducats for outfit on arrival; 100 ducats for a 
first year’s maintenance, and then 200 dollars besides for trad- 
ing purposes—all this is declared needful, in a worldly estimate, 
for a chance of self maintenance. 

The writer ends with an entreaty, that a collection should be 
made for the Jerusalem congregations, in the town to which 
his letter is addressed ; inasmuch that the prevailing scarcity 
has much increased the price of necessaries and the misery of 
the Jewish inhabitants, while the money regularly received 
scarcely suffices to pay debts. He urges, moreover, that the 
coming year is a nynwn now (Sabbatical year), on account of 
which, according to the paces of the great , two years’ 
supply of wheat ought to be laid up; and those who assist by 


— 


* Russia, probably.—Ep. V. of J. 
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their contributions in that design, have at least a orti 
in the fulfilment of the myyp (religious obligation), — 

France.— The Election of Chief Rabbi for all France took 
place on the 16th June, and resulted in the unanimous : 
of Chief Rabbi Ennery, hitherto exercising that offic 
metropolitan department. Our conservative contemp 
the Univ. Isr, rejoices in this, as a triumph for the pri 
good government and conservatism in the French Syn 

Jewish Schools.—The Arch. Is. states, that whilst the 
1,000,000 Protestant inhabitants of France have on an average 
only one school for every 1018 souls, the 80,000 resident Jews 
possess one school for every 695 individuals. 


choice 
In the 
orary of 
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The Jews of Algiers.—The minister of war has charged 
Mr. I. J. Altaras, President of the Consistoire of Marseilles 
with the honourable commission of assisting the local adminis. 
tration of Algiers, in the preparation of the proper measures 
for facilitating the execution of the ordonnance concerning the 
organization of the African Jews. ? 

We also learn from the Arch. /s., that a number of those 
Jews that have embraced the nomade life of their Mahometan 
neighbours, occupying 140 tents, have sent a deputation to 
Mr. Cohn, requesting him to obtain for them from government 
the plain of Sidi Maubank, in the neighbourhood of Constantine, 
in order that they may cultivate it. 

From a work on the Jews of Algeria, written by Mr. Cohn 
of Paris, it appears that there are at present at Algiers, 8000 
Jews; at Oran, 5300; at Constantine, 3800, and in its dis- 
trictabove 20,000; at Tlemsen, 2200; at Gardya, 500; at Me- 
deah, 587; at Milianah, 365; at Mascara, 780; at Mastaganem, 
530; at Blidah, 200; at Bisiara Busaada, 120 Jewish families, 
There are, moreover, many warriors among the tribe of the 
Henenshas, near Guelma, and many black Jews in the interior, 
on the Wad Sufand, near Tuggurt. | 


Ulm.—Julien Chowintz, director of the new German 
Catholic community of Ulm, has returned into the bosom of the 
orthodox church. It is asserted, that this is his fourth con- 
version. He was first an Israelite, then a Roman Catholic, 
and lastly, a German Catholic. It is now expected that he 
will become a Protestant for a month, and then embrace Islam- 
ism. 

Tolerance to Criminals.—However oppressively the yoke of 


the Bavarian government weighs upon our brethren, one thing in 


its favour must be confessed—it respects our religious rites, even 
among those out-casts of society whom it has thought fit to expel 
from its bosom in consequence of their violation of the laws. 
In the house of correction, at Wurzburg, there are some Jews, 
to whom on every alternate Sabbath, and on all festivals, 
lectures are delivered by the Rabbi of the place. On 
these days they are also freed from every manual labour, 
and are even exhorted to spend their leisure hours in 
reading the Bible and other religious works. The congregation 
of Wurzburg moreover finds means, by private subscription, to 
support the Jewish inmates with wp food during the whole 


period of their imprisonment. When, on the last New Year, 


(m9) the solemn sounds of the “py (cornet) rang in their ears, 
when the glowing accents of reproof and admonition pene- 
trated into their souls, then many an obdurate heart may have 


been softened, and many a resolution for amendment may have 
been formed. 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 
THE MISSION TO RUSSIA—WHAT ARE TO BE ITS RESULTS ? 


To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob, — 

Sir,—It has already been declared, and not without wat 
rant, that the attention of philanthropists, throughout the civi- 
lized world, has been fixed on the recent mission of Sir Noes 
Montefiore to Russia and Poland. Your own columus, as ee 
as those of your Gentile contemporaries, have recorded abunda 
evidence of that fact, and besides that, have recorded the wort | 
with which all parties are waiting to learn the results 0 


a 


| 
b 
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important and conspicuous enterprize. So far as our religious 
brethren on the continent are concerned, it appears that in all 
the various congregations through which Sir Moses has passed, 
they have hastened to pay homage to his pious zeal. Nor, in- 
jeed, have either the non-Jewish populations or their municipal 
authorities been less ready to do honour to philanthropy and 


pon ap as represented by the distinguished traveller. The 


ondon period, have appeared | liberality—only surpassed by the very serious responsibilities, 
backward in those demonstrations which might express sympathy | moral as well as material, assumed as the champion of such 


with the object of their compatriot, and gratitude for his exer- 
tions. This has led to much remark even in England, and may 
reasonably be expected to excite still more in other countries, 
[yenture, therefore, to examine the probable reason for this 
apparent backwardness, and to consider it in relation to the 
magnitude of the interests involved. In the first instance, it is 
not to be supposed that the English congregations can fail to 
appreciate the value of the services rendered by Sir Moses 
Montefiore to the cause of Judaism;—the enthusiasm with 
which they greeted his return from the Damascus mission, is at 
once a disproof of that ; and if it be at all contested that the 
magnificent piece of plate then presented was inadequate to the 
occasion, such views can tend only to prove that the grateful 


disposition of the Anglo-Jewish public was even in advance of 


its leaders. Hence it is fairly to be inferred, that the present 
delay is not a sufficient proof of any want of sympathy. We 
ought also to remember, that a public demonstration on the 
part ofthe English Jews, even irrespective of their characteristi- 
cally practical disposition as a people, must involve considerably 
more than the complimentary ovations of our more theoretical 
brethren in Germany. It is one thing to present an elegant ad- 
dress to a passing visitor, and quite another to rally round a 
principle having a representative constantly in our midst, espe- 
clally when it is borne in mind, that the weight of the obligation 
to aid bears most on those immediately at hand. With the Ger- 
mans, the admiration which they know so appositely to 
express, scarcely involves that grave obligation which the 
compatriots of Sir Moses must recognize and accept, whenever 
they address themselves collectively to the object of this 
mission, I will venture to say, that it is not difficult to descry 
indications that those who should be our leaders are conscious 
of this, indications, of which even their present caution Is In 
some respect confirmatory. | 
Let us recal to mind, that our national feelings had been for 
a considerable time excited, by reports of the fearful sufferings 
to which the Russo-Polish Jews were subjected, and our com- 
mon humanity was outraged by the rumour of still heavier inflic- 
tions, impending, if not already accomplished. Public opinion, 
expressed through every available channel, had been long cla- 
mouring for a formal intercession, and every new rumour 
served to keep alive the excitement. At length, the only repre- 
sentative body we possess—the Board of Deputies—yield- 
ing to the pressure from without, entertained and deliberated 
upon the emergency. Its noble-hearted president, appealed to 
through the press almost by name, and urged by the exalted sen- 
timents to which he owes his fame, yielded to the impulse, and 
offered, at the Board, to undertake the arduous mission at his 
own charge, His offer was warmly responded to ; and although, 
on the ground of expediency, he did not set out as the osten- 
sible representative of the constituent body, it was certainly 
with somewhat more than the concurrence of their reprentatives 
that “ he went forth to enquire after his brethren,” and “ to 
seek the welfare of his people.” Your readers need not to be 
teminded, that the Board of Deputies appointed a special com- 
mittee, whose names you published, to correspond and co-ope- 
rate with Sir Moses while engaged mpoe his mission. Your 
columns also, in the anticipation of his return, assumed the 
Probability, that the authoritative information he had been able 
fo collect, and the privilege he had obtained for a direct com- 
munication of his reports and recommendations to the Em- 
tape of Russia himself, would induce Sir Moses at once to lay 
is facts before those whose co-operation he has the right to 
Claim, with a view thereby to render his plans more compre- 
hsive and more practicable. It is, therefore, mere to 
earn, that the Board of Deputies is already convened for \ ed- 
hesday next, and that too for the express purpose of receiving 
ir Moses’s report. 
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At this present moment, the attention of the whole civilized 
world is fixed, not more upon the Russo-Polish Jews than upon 
the deliberations associated, in all thinking minds, with the 
return to London of Sir Moses Montefiore. True, he has 
already done nobly, as testified not only by what he has dared 
and surmounted, but by an extent of pecuniary sacrifices during 
this tour—for everywhere he has lett traces of a munificent 


huge masses, as the consoler of their afflictions, and as the 
stay of their hopes. Single handed, even a Montefiore, hu- 
manly speaking, might be crushed by so accumulative a burden ; 
but I feel a conviction that no prominent English Jew would, 
even if he dare, hold back his hand from the work to which 
he iscommitted before the world; and that should reconcile the 
Impatient among us to the apparent tardiness of present move- 
ments, ‘That man judges ill the moral perceptions of our more 
prominent members, and no less ill of their sense of the tenure 
on which they hold, and even now seek to augment, that pro- 
minence, who supposes them indifferent to the universal opinion 
which would be formed upon this great mission, if left without 
fruits which ¢hey might have ripened and matured. 

_ Perhaps it is more becoming that I wait the result of the Depu- 
ties meeting, rather than venture to anticipate its decision ; 
and I will therefore merely bespeak a little more of your space, 
in order to deprecate any exaggerated notions of what may be 
effected by such agency. On one side, be it observed, are 
more than two millions of people, a large proportion of whom 
are unaccustomed, if not incompetent, to retrieve themselves 
from a most miserable state of poverty and degradation, On the 
other side, are some twenty odd gentlemen, representing electors 
of but a few congregations, and prone to take but a very limited 
view of their voeation and responsibilities. ‘This disposition to 
contract the scope of their operations, however to be lamented 
at times like these, is yet defensible on the literal construction 
of their prescribed duties, although, happily, not so by their own 
usages. All these circumstances considered, it will, doubtless, 
be felt and accepted as an imperative obligation, by those few 
whose position and resources’ render them most prominent 
among the English Jews, to lend aready co-operation for what- 
ever the emergency shall be found to require. | 

I might perhaps have wished that less of éclat had marked 
this mission,—seeing that it is only a preliminary step, and also 
because there are so few among us who, despite (or perhaps 
in consequence of) their acquisitions, are not ever occupied 
in the pursuit of still more, and therefore little at leisure for 
the prosecution of great designs of philanthropy,—but I am 
consoled by the reflection, that men of generous impulses rise 
with the occasion, and therefore that we too shall ere long 
boast a class, even though it be small in the beginning, who 
will afford to be satisfied with what a gracious Providence has 
blessed their undertakings, and who also will devote their ener- 
gies to become the instruments of that Providence for the hap- 
piness of the many. 

I ought, perhaps, to apologize to your readers for this long 
dissertation, little practical as it may seem to those who do 
not move in the sphere which constitutes our metropolitan 
Jewish life ; and I ought still more to apologize to the class from 
whom I have claimed so much; but it is my hope they will be 
found too high-minded to resent the earnestness of a friend, 
jealous for the honor of those who are the examples by which 
the outer world judges Judaism, and the models after which 
our inner world fashions its public virtues. | 

My name can scarcely give force to my views, if those who 
read them do not recognize it, and I therefore take leave to 


subscribe myself : 
London, 29 June, 5606. Sir, Yours faithfully, 


REVIEWS. 

La Semaine Israélite, ou le my» AINY Moderne. Weekly 
Publication, M. A. Chéhange; Bureau de l’Univers Israélite, 
—S. Solomon, Bevis Marks. | 

We have received only a few loose numbers of this work, 
but that shall not prevent our doing justice to its value. The 
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scarcity of religious books suited for our domestic circles, has 
often been lamented; and we have rarely had our attention 
called to an undertaking which promises to supply so many 
useful features of a family instructor. The idea is well conceived, 
and represents, almost dramatically, a pious and learned pa- 
rent surrounded by his sons and daughters, his nephews and 
nieces, who read aloud in succession the Torah (Pentateuch) sec- 
tion of the work, the Haphtorah, or supplemental portion from 
the Prophets, &c., and an appropriate psalm. The pious re- 
marks suggested by the sections read, are attributed to such of 
the auditors as might be supposed to originate them ; questions 
on obscurer points are asked and resolved ; and the father occa- 
sionally gives additional information from the Talmud and com- 
mentators, which serves to give still more interest to the nar- 
rative and more force to the obligation prescribed, besides 
much valuable instruction in the paths of knowledge and virtue. 
The Hebrew title will, perhaps, scarcely be so familiar as it is 
on the continent, where it is applied to a devotional work in 
Hebrew-German, much used by pious females who do not un- 
derstand the sacred tongue itself. The work under review is 
an admirable substitute, so far as its range extends; and since a 
knowledge of the French language is loomed essential to the 
young in this country, an elegant exercise is afforded by the 
rhe over and above the more solid advantages of its general 
design. 


Manual of Jewish Cookery, &c.—London: T. and W. Boone. 


This useful little book reminds us how comparatively useless 
are the ordinary cookery books in the Jewish kitchen; and it 


certainly supplies a desideratum of which not merely the good 


housekeeper, in the complimentary sense of the term, but the 
accomplished hostess who desires to give an hospitable and 
agreeable entertainment, will not be slow to avail herself. 
It is not an uncommon error of the mere gourmand, that the 
restrictions of the Mosaic Laws, both with respect to certain 
eatables and their admixture, render the Jewish table less 
luxurious. De Gustibus, &c. is a venerable maxim; and 
scarcely less ancient is another,—that forbidden enjoyments are 
most coveted. On no other grounds can it be pretended that 
the tables of our nation are inferior to others, if we may credit 
the unbiassed testimony of our non-Jewish neighbours, who 
loudly express a delight in the peculiarities which they find there. 
Our hospitalities are still Eastern, and hence there abound guests 
who can descant upon certain Jewish dishes and condiments whose 
names will suggest themselves to many of our readers. Here 
then we find instructions which have not yet appeared in 
English (there exists a German publication of the kind), and 
which will enable many to excel in what is after all an important 
art. Some philosopher has defined man “‘ the cooking animal,” 
as the only one who prepares food; others, medical men more 
especially, have demonstrated how admirably devised are the 
dietary laws of the Jews (see a former vol.) for the preserva- 
tion of health; and these considerations may well justify a 
nee of the Jewish kitchen in a Jewish and literary peri- 
odical. 

We may perhaps be allowed this peg on which to hang a 
speculation or two on the etymology of the oven-dish, so 
common in old-fashioned families for the Sabbath dinner. The 
Sephardim call it by its Rabbinical term—}n, which well 
expresses its long subjection to heat, 2. e. from before sunset 
on the Friday, to the afternoon of Sabbath ;—it being unlawful 
to kindle a fire on that day. A learned friend has suggested 
that the name given to the dish by the Ashkenazim—shadlun— 
is y$w (or “that which abides over night”) for the same 
reason. Others understand it shdlit, y»Sw (prince or chief), as 
the principal dish of the table. Whatever its true name, we 
believe that it is exceedingly ancient, and that the dish itself is 
known probably in every quarter where Jews are scattered. 


Abyssinia.—The inhabitants of this country observe the 


Jewish Sabbath as a day of feasting. They have also preserved 


the rite of circumcision, and maintain a rigid difference between 
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| proper and improper food; among this latter 
tioned the pig, the hare, the the duck, 
forbidden to drink coffee, because Musselmans use it: ie Sage 
will eat the flesh of no animal that has not been killed ney 
Christian. They are strongly attached, by fabulous traditi ay 
to the old system of Judaism. They pretend that the ee 
of Sheba, who, according to them, governed the Tigris op 
son by Solomon named Menelek. They say, that at this Dériod 
the tribe of Benjamin came into Ethiopia, bringing With it the 
ark of the temple of Jerusalem, which, according to some , 
still preserved in the holy city of Axoum. Every church “hom 
its tabernacle, its holy of holies, in the most secret part of the 
temple, the veil of which is raised only before the high dj < 
taries of the church. These arks are called Teboth (nian. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ Shemaiah the Jew.’’—Your pretensions to prophecy are still jag. 
missable, even as an advertisement. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHY, 
Sabb. 4th July 10th of Tammuz Portion for the Week npn 
Sund. 12 18 Fast of WY observed. 

This day is Published, bound in Cloth, price Four Shillings. er 
] ORAL AND RELIGIOUS TALES for the Young of 


the Hebrew Faith, adapted from the French of Les Matinées du Samed; 
of G. Ben Levi, by A. Abraham.—London: Whittaker & Co., Ave Maria Lane. 
Liverpool; Joshua Walmsley, 50, Lord Street; and Sold by 8. Solomon, Book. 
seller, 2, St. Mary Axe, London. 


Just Published, price 5s. in cloth. 


TEXHE JEWISH MANUAL; or Practical Information ip 
_ Jewish and Modern Cookery; with a collection of valuable Recipes an’ 
Hints relating to the Toilette. Edited by a Lady. 
T. and W. Boone, 29, New Bond Street; Meldola, Cahn and Co., 18, St. Mary 
Axe, London ; Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; Cumming and Ferguson, Dublin. 


In a few Days will be Published, No. 5, of the 
Did 
‘UP OF SALVATION, Jewish Orthodox Magazine. 


Edited by the Rev. D. M. Isaacs, and Mr. Moses Samuel, of Liverpool. 
Containing among other interesting matter thy following articles :—Philosophy and 
its absurdities; Reason for the faith of a Jew; Famine in the Holy Land; Mission 
and return of Sir Moses Montefiore ; Monosyliable roots of the Hebrew Language 
Conversion of the Jews; Intellectuality of the Jews, and Mendelssohn’s Introduc- 
tion to the Pentateuch, &c. Sold by 8S. Solomon, 2, Bevis Marks; Mrs. Rosenberg, 
Duke’s Place, Aldgate; L. Isaacs, 66, Leman Street, Goadman’s Fields; Key. 
S. M. Isaac, New York. 


JEWS’ ORPHAN ASYLUM, 22, Leman Street, Good- 


man’s Fields. 

The Committee give notice that there is a vacancy in the Office of Master and 

Mistress to the Asylum. Persons willing to become Candidates, must apply on or 

before the 2lst July next, with testimonials of qualifications: in the mean time, 

all information as regards the duties and emoluments, may be obtained of the 

Secretary, No. 10, Elliston Street, Middlesex Street, Aldgate. 
By Order, 


23rd June, 5606, 1846. A. SAQUI, Sze. 


NANTERBURY CONGREGATION.—The attention and 


consideration of the Jewish public, is most earnestly invited to the claims 
of the. Canterbury Congregation on their piety and sympathy. A rit > 
more than a Century, their synagogue has just been taken from them for Rail si 
purposes. In this emergency, they. venture to appeal to the liberality, the gov 
feeling, and the religious zeal of their brethren in faith, so that by their assistance, 
they may be enabled again to erect a Sanctuary to the Most High, worthy of His 
great and holy name. The following sums have already been subscribed. 


Canterbury Subscription.... 81 0 0 | Rev. A. 
Ramsgate 6 11 0 | I. La Mert, 
H. Jones, 5 0 Dublin, CittO. 3 0 0 
Messrs. Moses & Levy, Aldg. 2 2 0 | Sheerness, ditto.....-++.++* : _ 
Joel Emanuel, Esq......... 2 2 0 | 8S. Marks, Esq., Birmingham ss 
E. Goldsmid, Esq. O° Mr. I, Lyons, l 0 0 
Alfred Davis, Esq........+. 2 2 0 | Mark Phillips, Esq., London 2 - 
1 0 @ I. Abrahams, Taunton. 1 0 
S. La Mert, 3 3 O A. Cohen, 0 
Lewis Samuel, Esq., Notting- D. A. Lindo, Esq...++++++* ae 

Hyams, Esq., London...... 2 2 I, Myers, Esq. 


Subscriptions received by Messrs. Moses Levy, & Co., Aldgate. 


Printed by Epwarp Varry, 27, Camomile Street, in the Parish of 
hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; and Pub nok 
BENJAMIN STEILL, 20, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. shen 
St. Paul, in the City of London; and Dyte & Son, 106, Strané. 


| Farivar, 3, 1846, 
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